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If you had to summarize your beliefs about Jesus in five words, what would they be?

What are four rotten  reasons  to believe the Bible?

1.

2.

3.

4.
Which Gospels were the right ones?

Most of the “other Gospels” come from a religious movement known as Gnosticism. The Gnostics 
tried to combine the Greek philosophy of Plato with Christian faith and with mystery religions from 
tribes that lived east of the Roman Empire.

According to Gnosticism, everything ____________ was evil. Most Gnostics also believed 

that the God of the Old Testament—the one who created the physical world—was an evil deity. They 
viewed the God of the New Testament—the God represented in Jesus Christ—as a different God 
from the God of the Old Testament. The God of the New Testament, according to the Gnostics, was 
a completely spiritual being who created nothing physical; everything that he created was spiritual.

The “Other Gospels” What does this Gospel claim 
about Jesus?

When was this Gospel written?

Gospel of Thomas

Gospel of Hebrews

Gospel of Judas

Gospel of Mary

Gospel of Peter

Gospel of Philip



The four Gospels in the New Testament were in wide circulation no later than 
A.D. 100. How do Bible students know this?

When  approximately were the New Testament Gospels  written?

When deciding which books belonged in their Scriptures, early Christians recognized that ...

1. Faith in Jesus is rooted in history; so, each book must be connected to an _____________.
2. There is only one God, and—because he is a God of truth—he cannot contradict himself; so, 

the Christian  Scriptures  should  not  contradict one another.
3. Faith in Jesus is for _______ ____________; so, the writings in the Christian Scriptures must 

be writings that Christians use throughout the known world.

Was Jesus married?
If someone discovered that Jesus had been 
married, would the results really be 
disastrous  for the Christian faith, as The Da 
Vinci Code claims?

What is the problem with the evidence 
that The Da Vinci Code and other books use to 
“prove” that Jesus was married?

Did Jesus really rise from the dead?
Why is it unlikely that what the disciples called a resurrection was actually an illusion?

Why is it unlikely that the apostles lied about the resurrection?

Only something as unexpected as a resurrection can 
explain why people in the ancient world would worship a 
man who had been crucified. Why is this statement true? Why 
would people in the ancient world have such a difficult time believing that 
God would have anything to do with a cross?

“Take up your cross, and follow me.”—
Jesus


